




      

Celebrated the Royal 
Wedding
by joining in the street party in  
East Clandon.

Saw Cherry Trees’  
Care Assistant,  
Léonie, marry Lee.
It was done in true Cherry Trees style 
with the bride travelling to the church 
in the Cherry Trees bus driven by 
Paula, our Deputy Head of Care, and 
with many friends from Cherry Trees 
enjoying the day.

Another busy summer was enjoyed by everyone at Cherry Trees.   
We realise how important it is for the children to enjoy their stays  
with us so plenty of exciting events were planned, with opportunities  
to try new things:

Wedding bells
Weddings became a bit of a theme  
this year as we….

Summer fun
Cherry Trees
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at

Our version of an egg and spoon race at the Cherry Trees’ sports day

Scuba diving at the Spectrum

Petting a week old chic

Handling a snake



      

Care Assistant, Lauren, 
chose to celebrate  
her Hen Night with  
the children and staff  
at Cherry Trees

Wedding bells
Weddings became a bit of a theme  
this year as we….
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John and Philippa Cadge 
celebrated 50 years  
of happy marriage.

What Cherry Trees 
means to us

Our twins, Luke and Thomas, are seven and autistic with severe learning 
difficulties and global development delay. As their behaviour can be 
unpredictable and challenging, coupled with a desire to run at every 
opportunity, our home life had become very restricted. 

We sought respite and found Cherry Trees, and it has been the best thing we 
have ever done. We started with tea visits working up to day care, and Luke 
and Thomas love going. When we left them for the first time, we knew that they 
would not miss us, but we hoped that they would enjoy themselves. We needn’t 
have worried – they had a great time and continue do so every time they visit. 
There are excited squeals & hand clapping from the back of the car when 
we approach and they can’t wait to run in, Luke heading for the soft play and 
Thomas for his favourite toy in the TV room. 

For us the time the boys spend at Cherry Trees is to relax and recharge, do 
jobs that we are unable to do when they are at home and spend time with 
our other son without the twins’ needs being put first. For Luke and Thomas’s 
elder brother, Aaron, his toys can be played with without the fear of them being 
broken or chewed and he can have friends round to play which has been 
impossible before.

It is very difficult to put into words just what Cherry Trees means to us as it has 
changed our lives for the better in so many ways. We are happy as we know 
the care they receive is outstanding, they have access to experiences that we 
cannot provide and they are learning to be away from home without mum and 
dad which will be good for their future. So, a big thank you to all the dedicated 
and amazing staff and volunteers at Cherry Trees; our lives have been  
greatly improved.

Sam, Dave, Aaron, Luke & Thomas Norcross

Rather than receive gifts from family 
and friends, John and Philippa chose 
to ask for donations to Cherry Trees 
instead. Thanks to their generosity,  
a wonderful £1,152 was raised. 
Philippa is well known to the children 
at Cherry Trees as she brings her dog, 
Bilbo, to visit as part of the Pets as 
Therapy scheme.
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Taking up the
Cherry Trees Challenge

For the Sutcliffe family, their 
challenge involved water  

or to be more precise the Channel.

On 27th August Mike, Jack, Lucy 
and William swam 32 miles across 
the Channel (without wetsuits) in 
an amazing 16:02 hours. This is 
what one of their supporters, Toby 
Edwards, had to say after the event, 
“I think what stands out on a day 
like this is the courage and bravery 
of each swimmer, a demonstration 
of what amazing things can be 
achieved within such a collective 
and supportive family environment 
and perhaps most importantly, on 
a personal level, a reminder of that 
principle: never, ever give up.” A 
sentiment that many Cherry Trees 
families know only too well. When we 
asked Jack why they chose Cherry 
Trees, he commented, “Firstly, we 
wanted the money raised to make 
a real difference so the four of us 
agreed that we wanted to support a 
smaller local charity, somewhere the 

money raised would make a really 
big difference. Secondly, the brother 
of one of Will’s best mates at school 
has a severe learning disability 

and we knew what a difference the 
support from Cherry Trees makes to 
their family and the other families it 
helps in Surrey.” To date the Sutcliffes 
have raised a fantastic £6,000 and, 
following a charity auction early in 
December, hope to reach their goal 
of £10,000. Congratulations and a 
very big thank you from everyone at 
Cherry Trees.

>
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Earlier this year, four 
members of staff from 

Centor Insurance & Risk 
Management took the 3 Peaks 
Challenge that involves climbing 
the highest mountains in Scotland, 
England and Wales within 24 
hours. Not only is this challenge 
physically arduous, it also requires 
considerable organisation.

Neil Walton, Chris Tebbit, Chris Baxter 
and Richard McLeod completed 
this gruelling task in a fantastic 21 
hours 58 minutes and raised £1,415 
for Cherry Trees. Centor has long 
supported Cherry Trees and we were 
delighted that their staff chose to raise 
funds for us in this venture.

Actor and comedian, Steve Furst, 
emailed Fundraising earlier in the 
year asking what he could do to help. 
When we said ‘abseil down Guildford 

Cathedral’, he didn’t think twice before 
replying ‘yes’. As part of Guildford 
Cathedral’s Jubilee celebrations 
Steve joined representatives of other 
charities on 11th June to do the abseil 

before rushing off to perform at the 
Royal Court theatre in London. Steve 
raised an amazing £1,465 including 
gift aid and we are very grateful to 
him for taking part.

What’s your  
       Challenge?
If you have been inspired by what these people have achieved and would like to fulfil a lifelong 
ambition and raise much needed funds for a worthy cause, why not contact Cherry Trees 
Fundraising department on 01483 222507 or fundraising@cherry-trees.co.uk

>

Cherry Trees’ staff, Debbie 
Boulter and Roshni Rao, 

wanted to raise money for the 
children they care for. They 
decided to take to the air and fulfil 
a lifelong dream to skydive.

Describing the experience afterwards, 
Debbie said, “It was an amazing 
experience but made even better 
knowing we were helping Cherry 
Trees.” Not only did they realise 
their ambition but they also raised a 
fantastic £949 for Cherry Trees. 

<
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Helping us to 
make a difference 
Companies that care 

Stevens & Bolton LLP, the Guildford 
based law firm, joined with the fire 
fighters of White Watch at Guildford 
Fire Station on 1st October for a 
charity car wash. The Cherry Trees 
bus sparkled after it had been washed 
and the children have never had so 
much fun as they were allowed to 
hold the hose. This sunny Saturday 
saw the volunteers wash over 100 
vehicles, raising a brilliant £800 for 
Cherry Trees. Thank you to everyone 
who took part. The staff has also  
held dress down days, cakes sales 
and so much more, raising to date a 
fantastic £8,654.

Schools that support 

Cranmore School in West Horsley 
has supported Cherry Trees since we 
were founded 31 years ago. Not only 
do the boys participate in an annual 
sponsored swim that this year raised 
£3,400 but we are also the lucky 
recipients of donations following their 
Harvest Festival Service in October.

Year Seven children from The Howard 
of Effingham secondary school 
raised a wonderful £1,167 for Cherry 
Trees and Guildford primary school, 
Boxgrove, donated £530 following 
their Sports Day and summer fair. The 
boys from Ripley Court School took 
part in the 4th annual sponsored walk 
to raise money for Cherry Trees and 
along with donations following their 
plays and summer fair, Cherry Trees 
received an amazing £4,431.

Thank you to all schools that support 
us. Your help is invaluable.

We have seen great support recently 
from Guildford Rotary Clubs: the 
Rotary Club of Guildford District 
awarded us £2,000 following their 
annual Boxing Night earlier in the 
year and the President of the Rotary 
Club of Guildford Chantries has 
selected us as his charity of the year. 

Members of Cranleigh Slimming 
World embarked on a 12 week weight 
loss challenge and not only did they 
lose a grand total of 1,093 pounds 
but they also raised a fantastic £430 
for Cherry Trees. One lady alone, 
Julie Chairman, lost a stone and 
collected sponsorship totalling £150. 
Cherry Trees was chosen as one 
member, Emily Cross, has a son who 
attends our home. Congratulations to 
everyone involved.

Sainsburys believes in making a 
positive difference to the communities 
it serves and, following nominations 
from their customers, Cherry Trees 
was delighted to be chosen by the 
Burpham branch as their Charity of 
the Year 2010/11. Congratulations 
and thanks to the staff and customers 
who raised a fantastic £2,485.

Clubs and Societies

Our white Variety Club minibus had 
served us well for over 8 years but 
we were absolutely delighted when 
The Variety Club of Great Britain Golf 
Society in association with Kingswood 
Golf Club offered us a brand new 
bus. We took delivery in September 

and the bus can now be seen taking 
children to school and on trips 
throughout Surrey. Look out for us!

Picture by The Surrey Advertiser



Volunteering at Cherry Trees takes many forms, from 
driving the bus to baking cakes or acting as a legal 
or financial advisor. Earlier this year local PR agency, 
Rennie Randell, approached us offering their services. 
Many of you will now be following us on Facebook 
and Twitter and this is thanks to Rennie Randell who 
volunteer their expertise
Jean Rennie explained why she wanted to help,  
“As a small business that has been based in Surrey for 
more than 25 years, and with all of us living in Surrey, 
we wanted to choose a local children’s charity where our 
help could make a practical difference. Not in a position to 
provide financial sponsorship we felt that we could make 
use of the skills we use every day as a PR team, to benefit 
in some small way the wonderful work carried out by the 
dedicated people working for, and with Cherry Trees.  
We are fortunate enough not to have need of the amazing 

services Cherry Trees provides families within the area, 
but we know that respite care for these vulnerable children 
and young people, is essential to enable their families 
to carry on what is a lifetime 24/7 task. A visit to Cherry 
Trees, meeting the children, staff, and stalwart volunteers,  
was enough to convince us that we wanted to help, even if 
only in a small way.”
We are extremely grateful to the team at Rennie Randell 
for all their help and hope that you will join hundreds of 
others following us on Facebook and Twitter. 
www.rennierandell.com
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On a beautiful late summer evening early in September 
over 250 people enjoyed hilarious scenes and heart-
rending arias performed by Hatstand Opera in a 
quintessential English garden.  We are extremely grateful 
to the Williams family for allowing us to use their glorious 
garden and to Stevens and Bolton LLB for sponsoring  
this event which raised over £7,000.

Difficult to know 
how many hundreds 
of feet have trudged 
round Surrey golf 
courses in the 
Cherry Trees Golf 
Day since 1991, or 

to calculate how many thousands of £s they have raised 
for us.  We are hugely grateful to them all and to the golf 
clubs who have been our generous hosts. This year we 
were at Worplesdon, the club that has supported our day 
the most.  There was a fabulous entry of 22 teams (88 
players), a friendly atmosphere throughout and the day 
was won by Threadneedle with an excellent score of 96, 
followed by our stockbrokers’ team, Cheviot Asset, on 94.

Please note that the date for the Cherry Trees Golf Day 
at Walton Heath in 2012 has changed to 8th November.

Tuesday 3rd April – Entertaining in Style Back by popular 
demand, join us at East Horsley Village Hall for a day of 
cookery demonstrations from Two Many Cooks, wine tasting 
and learn the tricks of the trade from local florist, Kimberley 
Shaw. Coffee and biscuits will be served on arrival followed 
by a delicious 2 course lunch with wine. Earlybird tickets 
priced at just £42.50 are now on sale. Please note that the 
price will rise to £47.50 from 14th February.
Sunday 22nd April - The Tapestry String Quartet Teatime 
Concert at Hatchlands, East Clandon Book now to see 
the talented Tapestry Quartet perform in the beautiful Music 
Room at the National Trust property, Hatchlands. Tickets are 

priced at just £25 to include a glass of wine and canapés in 
the interval. Performance starts at 5pm. We are grateful to 
the National Trust for kindly donating the use of this room.
Sunday 20th May - Exclusive to Cherry Trees – Open 
Garden at Snowdenham House, Bramley Tickets priced  
at £10 (to include a cream tea) are now on sale.
Thursday 8th November – Golf Day at Walton Heath  
Golf Club To register your interest in playing at this event, 
please contact Fundraising.

Tickets for the above events are available from Fundraising 
on 01483 222507 or fundraising@cherry-trees.co.uk

Dates for the Diary

focus on

volunteers

Opera under the Stars Our 21st Golf Day


